
I  tõs not often you can spend your retire-ment years working full time at your 

passion. Such is the case for Freedom 

Guide Dogs graduate Mace Miller.  

Born with the beat in his system, Mace 

began drumming at the age of six. Espe-

cially fond of jazz and the big band sound, 

he played his way through college and the 

army and played in bands part time during 

his working career as a broker in both the 

insurance and real estate markets.  

òThirty-five years ago my vision became 

very fuzzy. I had a detached retina, macu-

lar degeneration and glaucoma.ó Mace 

went through several surgeries over a peri-

od of time and one day decided that it was 

enough. Having trained people in business 

to have a positive attitude, he became de-

termined to have a state of mind where he 

would òseek, find and maintain success 

regardless of his circumstances.ó 

Maceõs love of drum-

ming very fittingly led 

him to his newest love, 

Nyela, his golden re-

triever guide dog from 

Freedom.    

During a period in his 

career when he 

worked on Marthaõs 

Vineyard, Mace met a 

pianist who was also 

vision impaired. Years 

later they by chance 

met again when Mace went to see the pia-

nist play and found he had a new guide 

from Freedom Guide Dogs, a standard 

poodle. Mace was now 80 and not sure 

that he would qualify for a guide, but the 

pianist explained Freedomõs position that 

everyone who has a life to live should be 

able to do so with the help of a guide if 

they need one. Mace called Freedom the 

very next day! 

And what are Mace and Nyela doing these 

days, you might ask? Why, drumming of 

course! Mace has begun his own unofficial 

program of music therapy. At a young 81 

years old, he has a one man show. His 

program includes the use of found objects, 

including the drum he leads his sessions 

with, made of a five gallon bucket that 

proudly displays the label òGusõ Pickles.ó 

Mace distributes a large quantity of one 

gallon buckets to participants that say 

òBlueberry Muffin Mix,ó all from a local 

store. With the buckets and an array of 

wire brushes, rubber coated mallets that 

form different sounds, and Maceõs own 

hands, he and Nyela travel the area where 

they live playing, singing and dancing as 

therapy for people 

with various illness-

es. When the instru-

ments are handed 

out, everyone is 

encouraged to par-

ticipate. 

òPeople remember 

music. Their long 

term memory may 

have failed them, 

but the memory of 

music  remains 

much longer.ó Music touches people. 

By purchasing CDs and memorizing the 

music, Mace makes the songs his own by 

giving everyday songs a jazz beat. Imagine 

Louis Armstrong singing òSomewhere 

Over the Rainbowó - with a beautiful dog 

by his side. His repertoire currently in-

cludes about 200 songs, and heõs made 

about 1500 recordings. 

òI think Iõve done about 2500 sessions for 

25 to 30 people at a time. I visit two psy-

chiatric wards,  several Alzheimerõs units, a 

daycare for the mentally challenged, and 

am working with a childrenõs daycare.ó 

And as for Nyelaõs participation? òShe 

sleeps right through it! At the end of the 

music, I take off her harness and let those 

who would like to pet her have a chance 

to. They really love it and so does she!ó 

Mace, his wife and Nyela live in Massa-

chusetts. They have 4 children and 8 

grandchildren. When they arenõt making 

music together, Mace and Nyela can be 

seen walking about 20 miles a week 

around the area where they live, most like-

ly to the quiet beat of an inner drum. 
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In 2012 Freedom Guide Dogs welcomed 

a new employee and three new board 

members. We look forward to working 

with these talented new members of the 

Freedom team! 

Dawn Cushman, Office   Admin-

istrator/Bookkeeper ñ Dawn says, òMy 

greatest accomplish-

ment is being a mother 

of eight children. As if 

that wasnõt enough, we 

also became foster 

parents to three addi-

tional beautiful chil-

dren! I love dogs, and 

I have rescued Bassett hounds and St. 

Bernards in the past. I have lived in Cass-

ville, NY for the past six years, and in Or-

ange County, NY prior to that.ó 

John Kornegay, Board Member             

John worked for Kaman Corporation  for 

almost 23 years before retiring from his 

position as President of Kaman Precision 

Products in Connecticut and Orlando, FL 

in February 2011. His education and ex-

perience is in mechanical engineering and 

he was also on active duty and in the Ac-

tive Reserves of the US Navy. He retired 

after 24 years as a Captain in the US Navy 

Reserve. John currently volunteers with 

Freedom, does volunteer consulting  with 

small CT manufacturers, and participates 

with organizations promoting advanced 

manufacturing education in CT. He can 

also be found mucking stalls at Angel 

Horses, a  sanctuary for retired therapeutic 

riding horses. John lives in CT with wife 

Cheryl, a German shepherd, a  Labrador, 

and two cats. 

Paula Thomasson Scott,      
Board Member ñ Paula is an independent 

public relations consultant located in the 

Washington, DC area and has more than 

20 years of experience in public policy, 

government and media, and public rela-

tions. She was a political appointee in the 

Clinton administration from 1993-1999. 

She is married to a Washington attorney 

and has one daughter and a Labrador. 

John Zogby, Board Member ñ                  

John is an American political pollster, 

founder of the òZogby Polló and the Zog-

by Companies. He is an internationally 

respected pollster, opinion leader, and 

best-selling author. His polling is best 

known for both phone polling and interac-

tive, internet-based polling. John is cur-

rently a Senior Analyst with JZ Analytics. 

Did you know that you can help Freedom Guide Dogs to continue 

their work well into the future by including a charitable gift in your will 

or estate plan? 

The beginning steps a person and their guide dog take quickly turn into 

miles, and most people require several dogs in the course of their life-

time. The safety and companionship that these remarkable dogs give to 

their partner is priceless. Be it large or small, a charitable bequest can 

make a tremendous difference over time in providing guide dogs into 

perpetuity. And the need is always increasing. 

We hope youõll consider Freedom Guide Dogs when making your 

plans for the future. Visit www.freedomguidedogs.org for more infor-

mation. Hand in paw, we can do it together! 

Eighteen people and their Freedom guide 

dogs have put their trust in each other and 

stepped forward into the world together since 

our spring newsletter was published!                          

Congratulations to: 

Cindy & Lexi, black Labrador, Trenton, NJ                                                                    

Busser & Major, black Labrador, New York City                      

Aubrey & Nova, Golden Retriever, Watertown, MA                                                   

Kevin & Norman, Golden Retriever, Watkins Glen, NY                                                        

Jeff & Luke, black Labrador, New York City                            

Shawn & Simon, black Labrador, Lake Placid, NY                                                        

Kathy & Bella, Smooth Coated Collie, New York City              

Eileen & Nina, Golden Retriever, Oakdale, CT                                                          

Darla & Olivia, black Labrador, Bergen, NY                                                               

Nate & Milo, black Labrador, Medina, NY                                                                    

Judith & Liberty, black Labrador, Concord, MA                                                         

Holly & Lady, black Labrador, Queens, NY                                                               

Tyrone & Mya, black Labrador, New York City                                                          

Mace & Nyela, Golden Retriever, Newton, MA                                                          

Roger & Beisler, black Labrador, Warren, PA                                                               

Coleen & Max, black Labrador, Fort Myers, FL        

Fred & Nala, Golden Retriever, Tallahassee, FL       

Anthony & Gunnar, chocolate Labrador, Queens, NY                                                          

You can benefit Freedom every time you shop online by 

downloading the GiveBackAmerica Toolbar at               

http://www.givebackamerica.com/index.php?charity_id=1138 
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Special thanks to all of our donors, volun-

teers and sponsors! There is no way we 

could ever travel this road without you!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June of this year David Sutch success-

fully completed the three year apprentice 

training program and became a Guide 

Dog Mobility Instructor. Congratulations, 

David, on a job well done!      

F reedom Guide Dogs has recently had 

the honor of participating in a special 

project to train and place two PTSD dogs 

with wounded military personnel. While 

not a part of our normal guide dog traning 

program, it was an honor to participate 

and be able to help two people who self-

lessly served their country. 

Hilary, a Major in the US Marine Corps, 

was trained with Trip in July. Trip has a 

special job both at work and on days off! 

Michael, a SGT in the US Army, began 

serving his country in 2005 and spent  

twelve months in Afghanistan in 2010. He 

was diagnosed with PTSD and retired in 

2011. Michael was recently trained with 

Cordie, a female Smooth Coated Collie, 

and will be attending college soon. He 

lives with his wife and two small children 

in Rochester, NY. 
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